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Minutes of a meeting Team Cally/ Cripplegate

Held on 16th December 2010

At the Cally Resource Centre, 140 Copenhagen Street, N1 0ST

Agenda:

1. Welcomes and apologies

2. Neighbourhood mapping exercise and identification of gaps in provision for children and young people.

3. Updates from:

Islington Positive Activities

Voluntary sector play provision

Islington Giving/ Community Chest

Islington Targeted Youth Support

Children’s Centres

4. Opportunities for joint working:

White Lion Centre

Cally Festival

London Sinfonietta

Young People’s Art Festival

Present:

· Richard Wells – Extended Schools co-coordinator/  Richard.Wells@cripplegate.org.uk / richard.wells.camb-ed@islington.gov.uk   

· Clive Lee – Youth Engagement Team / Clive.Lee@islington.gov.uk 

· Judith Samuel – Senior Youth Worker Barnard Park Adventure Playground and White Lion Youth Centre/ judith.samuel@islington.gov.uk 

· Geraldine Rees – Cripplegate Foundation/ Geraldine.Rees@cripplegate.org.uk 

· Martin Wyborn- YTeam/  Martin.Wyborn@islington.gov.uk  

· Phil Paulo- Wild Life Trust / ppaulo@wildlondon.org.uk  

· Stephen Griffiths -Copenhagen Youth Project/  stephen@cyproject.org 

· Martin Willis – Spark Plug/  m.willis@thesparkplug.org 

· Mohamed Hammoudan – Team Cally/ bvmoteamcally@btconnect.com 

· Barry Thomas – Y Team/  Barry.Thomas@islington.gov.uk 

· Skevos Loizou – Young People’s Division/ skevos.loizou@islington.gov.uk  

· Paul Durr – Crumbles Castle Adventure Playground/ paul@islingtonplay.org.uk 

· Greg Biggin – Team Cally/ bvmoteamcally@btconnect.com  

· Bantu  Bube– Barnard Park Adventure Playground / Nobantu.Dube@islington.gov.uk 

· John Argyrou – SNT/ John.Argyrou@met.police.uk 

· George Motum -  SNT / George. Motum@met.police.met 

· Peter Courtie - Cultural Services/ Peter.Courtie@islington.gov.uk   

· Ghebrenegus Ghile – Y Team Ghebrenegus.Ghile@islington.gov.uk 
· Tina Speed- London Sinfonietta/ Tina.Speed@londonsinfonietta.org.uk 

· Jane Riddiford- Global Generation/  jane@globalgeneration.org.uk 

· Greg-Light Project International/ lightprojectinternational@yahoo.co.uk 

· Joelle – Light Project International/ lightprojectinternational@yahoo.co.uk 

· Sharon- Prospex/  info@prospex.org 

Apologies: Anna Strongman, Angela Jewell, Lauren Broadfield, Helen Hunte, Jilla Jamfar, Richard Frankland, James Connolly, Cat Dixon, Philomena Gibbons, Holly Toft, Fiona Mckellar, Stephanie Garner-Winship, 

Chair: Mohamed Hammoudan

Neighbourhood mapping exercise and identification of gaps in provision for children and young people.

The exercise included non-scientific data on the types of provision within half a mile of the Cally Resource Centre including, after schools provision, sports, arts, study support, adventure playgrounds, detached youth services and dedicated facilities.

The map showed over 50 provisions in the area and this was supplemented with statistics showing a high level of provision in the weekday afternoons and evenings but significantly less on Fridays and weekends. There was also less provision for some groups, such as over 16’s and some BME groups. 

MH- Good to see a lot of projects are running in the area and there is ample provision for some group’s particularly younger age groups and for childcare after school. There is however a lack of clear communication about these provisions to young people with a large proportion of access solely through referrals. 

PC- Commented that there is a plan for sharing information on art activities within the area.

Islington Positive Activities

SL- There will be a reversal in growth of provision of positive activities directly provided by the council, with funding overall seeing a cut of 60% by 2013-14 and some posts being deleted. The Connexions service will see a cut of 75% from 1 April 2011.

It is important now that with the lack of direct funding we decide whether to embrace the ‘big society’, utilising mutuals and the voluntary sector to enable services to carry on with the current impetus. 

SG- Voiced concerns that although volunteers would cut the cost of providing services, the time and resources needed to train a volunteer sufficiently and provide the same service could eventually cost the same.

Voluntary sector play provision

PD- the Islington Play Association is protected from cuts in council funding as are all the adventure playgrounds until 2012. However as Islington has a huge strain on green space it is important to start lobbying MPs for the protection of some provisions.

The main strategy is to look at creating a land trust arrangement as the IPA’s view is that this is the best vehicle to secure the continuing existence of adventure play in the borough.

Islington Giving/ Community Chest

GR- Community Chest- over the past 8 years Community Chest has funded hundreds of small groups, increasing provision and ensuring good quality services in the area. Community Chest has been managed by Cripplegate on behalf of Islington Council. The final round of community chest funding, for small groups with a turnover of less than £100,000, is 31st January 2011.

The Council is consulting on their proposed changes to Community Chest. It is anticipated that:

· The funding available will reduce from £400,000 to £200,000 per year. A 50% cut in funding.  

· Each Ward will be allocated an amount. This equates to about £12,500 per ward area.

· Local Councillors will be in charge of allocating the funding. 

Cripplegate- the main grants programme will suffer no direct cuts to this fund.  However, as most investments are in the stock market, there will be no increase in spending. It will be £1million in 2011. In future, rather than simply funding, Cripplegate will focus on looking at developing models and improving effectiveness of services.

Islington Giving- will continue for a limited duration but will focus on adding value to existing services. Cripplegate are working with other funding partners to raise an additional £3 million for Islington and encouraging Islington people to give money and give time.  Islington Giving will include positive activities for young people. The focus will be on extending services e.g. sports, weekend provision and Friday evenings. Funding through Islington Giving will not be available via open grants but by invitation only.

Islington Targeted Youth Support

MW- The Y team is looking at cuts of 35% and the subsequent loss of 8 posts from the team. The truck will operate on a Tuesday and Friday however resources will very much more focused through activities such as targeted home visits.

Clive Lee’s post comes to an end in March. The focus is on reducing 1st time offences, serious violence, pregnancy, anti-social behaviour and providing a bridge between the police and the young person, improving perceptions.

The resource based at New River College will cease and the work likely to be taken over by detached youth work.

Children’s Centres

RW-Extended schools spending will in future be allocated by individual schools from a pot of funding and so schools will have the opportunity to choose what extent and type of extended provision is delivered.

Childcare fees are likely to stay at £7 per day with a proportion of the cost being met by working tax credit.

Richard’s post as extended schools coordinator ceases in March. 

Opportunities for joint working:

White Lion Centre

RW- There is an opportunity for joint working at the White Lion Centre as a flagship for the area and it should be discussed whether tendering for potential providers is a viable option, similar to the Rose Bowl. SL- Suggested inviting Strategy and Commissioning to the next meeting.   

Cally Festival June 2011

JA- The Cally Festival is a street festival running from the Caledonian Road and Barnsbury Over ground station to the Cally pool and will include a variety of events and activities including: live music, dance, stalls, refreshments, street entertainment and special guests.

Involvement from all sections of the community is encouraged however specifically for young people in the area to get involved in planning the event and participating on the day to foster a sense of ownership for young people.

Cally Festival Partnership Meeting to be held on 25th January 2011

London Sinfonietta

SP- Caters for young people aged 13-19 and are looking for partnerships with a broad range of groups outside of schools. The projects are long term and provide positive activities as well as skills associated with production and editing of music.

Young Peoples Art Festival

PC- reported that Islington has a good infrastructure of arts based provision for young people. There is now an opportunity for collaboration with existing arts based projects to put on an arts festival in the last week of school term and the first week of the summer holidays in July 2011. Contact Pete directly for further details on how to get involved in the young people’s festival:

Pete Courtie: Peter.Courtie@islington.gov.uk  

Arts Officer

Cultural Services

Environment & Regeneration

Islington Council

3rd Floor, Municipal Offices, 222 Upper Street, N1 1XR

Tel: 0207 527 3021

Next Meeting Thursday 10th March 2011, 12pm -2pm, at the Cally Resources Centre 


